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My Blessed Mureeds,

The relation that exists between Murshid and mureed is so subtle and so
delicate that only a few persons can understand it. It is not a relationship
between a professor and a student. It is not a relation between an engineer
and apprentice. The one who does not know it, for him it is nothing; and the
one who knows it, for him it is everything. The light of the stars and planets
which we see is in accordance to the light that it responds to. And since the
relation between the Murshid and mureed is connected with light, the nature
of this relation is also similar to that of the stars and planets.

No doubt, in the East, often a child learns of that relationship from his
parents; and as he grows, he grows up with that idea in his mind. And for
him this relation, whenever it may be established, it is not new. In the West
there are many souls born with the tendency of a mureed, with the soul of a
mureed, the have mureed's inclination, mureed's seeking. But as everything
else around them, instead of giving that idea, tries to remove that idea from
them, and they have to resist against it, it becomes necessary here for the
Murshid to bring this subject before mureeds; whereas in the East no
murshid would ever think of bringing this subject, for he knows that: how
can it be otherwise?

One sees four different tendencies of mureeds while working in this line.

1. One tendency is that: "I am looking for something, I am seeking after
something. If I can find it anywhere, I may just as well find it here. But
one thing is as good as the other thing. One way leads to the same
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goal as the other way. " He is quite correct, no one can deny the truth
of this idea. Only he is further than where a mureed is expected to be.

2. And there is another tendency that is: "I will try and learn and
understand what I can learn and what I can understand. And I will try to
grasp the ideas that fit in with my (preconceived) ideas; and what does
not fit in with my ideas I will overlook it." This is no doubt a tendency of
compassion, of tolerance, and of forgiveness. But still he is further than
the place from where a mureed ought to start.

3. And then there is a third tendency, that tendency is: "I will hurry up and
learn all I can. I can spare to give so many weeks, months, or years,
which I will try to give, if nothing takes me away from it. I shall have
patience, and do all that is asked me to do. But then it depends upon
the result. The whole future depends upon what results I get from it;
and upon that I shall arrange my future action." He is right also, he has
a reason; only he is further than the place from where a mureed begins
his work.

These three tendencies which I have just now spoken before you show
that the soul has not yet understood the real meaning of a mureed.

4. And then there is a fourth tendency. And that tendency is that: "I take
my journey in the path of truth; and my first step is trust; fall or rise, I
will take what comes. For me it will be rise just the same." His first step
is firm, and he promises to go further.

This path of spiritual realization is a path of self-abnegation. And self-
abnegation is not only in thinking, but it is in doing, in everything one says or
does. The examination of that self-abnegation is given to Murshid. And the
price of this self-abnegation comes from God.

If one has not been able to forget oneself, and all one knows and believes,
then one is holding something back which is keeping him behind. And the
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condition of this journey is that one should be free from all that restricts one
to a certain belief, to a certain idea, to a certain thought, upon which he has
fixed his mind. For then he is nailed on the ground upon which he stands,
he cannot walk. In order to walk he must be free.

When the Sufis asked the candidates, "Are you free?", this did not mean are
you free from any relationship or connection or affairs in the world. That,
freedom did not concern. When a sage asked, "Are you free?" that only
meant is your mind free from thoughts and beliefs and feelings that restrict
you. If there is a restriction then you are nailed there, then you are not free to
come with me.

And they used to ask a candidate who wanted to follow the path of truth:
"Do you know the way? If you know the way, then you do not need to
accompany me. You know it already." Because it must not be that after
having walked ten steps with me, you will say: "I know this way. By this way
also I can go." Then you may just as well go alone. You do not need to take
a guide.

Friends, the whole thing is this: that we all are accustomed to learn and
acquire in our worldly life is with an attention to be something. But the
condition of this path is different. The condition of this path is to strive to be
nothing. And the outcome of it is that by being nothing you become
everything. But that comes after. If one has not gone through the gate which
makes one nothing, one cannot expect to arrive at that culmination where
one is everything. If it was so easy that one would understand it in one
sentence, that "all is God and God is all," and by understanding that one
arrived at perfection, the spiritual perfection would have been the easiest
thing possible; easiest of all things.

But why it is most difficult of all things is this, that intellectual realization
does not suffice the purpose. It is not learning that is required; it is "being"
that is wanted. And when one says, "I want to be filled," one must first be
empty. And when one says, "Why am I not filled?" the very reason is that he
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is not yet empty. If anything keeps us back, it is nothing else. It is not what
we possess, or it is not our friends, or those with whom we have any affair, a
business, or profession; it is not that. What keeps us back is our self. And to
practice this first makes oneself empty, respondent to Murshid.

And when this rehearsal is done, then performance begins. In the
performance the same thing is done with God. The experience that I have
had in my work very few esoteric teachers in the East can even imagine.
Those who have the idea that every mureed comes prepared, they cannot
imagine that the first work is to prepare a soul to be a mureed, and then to
train that mureed to the highest knowledge. And mureeds who are not
accustomed to these ideas when they accustom themselves to it, no doubt
they show a greater response than a mureed would show in the East, who is
already trained in that path.

And now there is a question: in what way can one show that response?

1. And the answer is that the first step in showing response is trust in
Murshid, in the path, in guidance.

2. And what is the second step? The second step is perseverance. If one
has trust in Murshid, faith in guidance, and no perseverance, then that
keeps one back.

3. And the third step is patience in the absence of result. One may have
faith and trust, and one may persevere, but one may get tired.

4. The fourth step in this path is the imitation. A mureed who imitates
Murshid in his thoughts and in his way of thinking at things must not
necessarily lose his point of view, but can add one more point of view
to his own and perhaps he will find that point of view in time more
useful. Besides, how Murshid says and acts under different
circumstances, the mureed who has the chance of noticing it can
acquire a greater spiritual knowledge than by reading many books.
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Because this is the living way of learning. If a mureed has not insight in
Murshid's point of view, how can he attain to the realization of God?
Once he has an insight in Murshid's point of view, he naturally will have
insight in another person's point of view.

5. The next step is self-effacing. And once a person has taken a step in
self-effacing he is already close to the altar of God.

In conclusion, what I would like to say is that life is precious; and it becomes
more precious when we appreciate our opportunity in life. Anything we can
play with, and anything we can profit by. What we play with is lost; what we
profit by is gained. And that depends upon our attitude. All the right and
wrong done to us by others we can profit by, if we only looked at it from that
attitude, from that point of view. When one takes a step in the spiritual path
one must know that one's life is more precious than ever before, that the
time is more precious than ever before. And to make the best of this
opportunity is to profit by it as fully as possible. God Bless You.

http://www.hazrat-inayat-khan.org/php/mark.php?h1=4&h2=8&h3=0&p=24
http://www.hazrat-inayat-khan.org/php/mark.php?h1=4&h2=8&h3=0&p=25

