
Professor Stephanie Nuria Sabato will show her films at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26. 
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M orocco's beauty and culture will be the focu of 
the first allege cholar presentation for 2013 at 
Johnson ounty ommunity allege. 

Morocco! The Exquisite and the hallenged will include 
short films and a brief lecture by tephanie uria abato, 
professor of graphic de ign at J who was a Fulbright 
Scholar to Morocco. 

The public presentation will be at 7 p.m. Thur day, ept. 
26, in Hudson Auditorium in th erman Museum of 

on temporary Art. A reception for abato will precede the 
vent at 6:30p.m. in the Atrium of the Regnier enter. 

De cribing h r films as "crystallin moments in time and 
space," abato said he plans to show four documentaries. 
The film are set to Mora can mu ic acquired during her 
travels. Image and sound merg to transport the viewer into 
the world h experienced. 

Three of th film will tell the story of a plac , one each for 
the itie of Rabat, Essaouria and Fes, while the fourth, titled 
On the Road: Morocco, shares with the audience Sabato's 
overland journey throughout the country. 

"I feel so fortunate to be given the opportunity to go on 
that Fulbright trip," abato aid. "What a great gift to be 
included. Who wouldn't celebrate such an opportunity- to 
tour the country with a Moroccan ho t, to meet incredible 
people, to meet other scholars in Morocco whom I've 
become friends with and collaborate with to this day. 

"The word I kept using, and it just k eps coming up, is 
'exqui ite; in every way," she aid, and hence the title of her 
pre entation. 

"I wanted to give these movies to the college as a gift, and 
share them. I don' t think thos moments are meant to 
just b gra ped and held for one elf. Th y're meant to be 
shared," she said. 

abato aid she took thousands of photograph during that 
2008 trip, u ing her eye for design in both the composition 
of the photos and the visual component of the film . 

Even with that many source photos, Sabato said the films 
eemed to put them elves tog th r based on the memories 

in her head . 

"I ee things in a certain way," he aid. "It's very spacia l, 
but there' more to it than that. There's a whole archetypal 
element where I feel the space, I hear the sounds, so for me 
I make vi ual connections along with music that results in 
vi ual storytelling." 

he'll a lso be addre ing th culture of Morocco and how 
it seeks to form its own unique identity. Due in part to it 
location on the coast of northwest Africa, Morocco has been 
influenced by Middle Eastern, African and European culture 
as wi ll be evidenced in th vi ual work presented . 

"It' o beautiful. When we were there, the country had been 
in a 15-year drought. You cou ld feel the thirst of the land . 
Yet the dryness of the landscape was powerful and primal. 
Then, an oasi would appear- like a mirage- and you 
a k your elf, 'Wher did this come from?' It really is quite 
literary, like a tale in 1001 Arabian Nights." 

he presented three of the four films at an international 
conference in alifomia in 2012. 

"Moroccans who were there at the conference came up to me 
with tears in their eye , saying 'Thank you so much for what 
you've shown of our country;" abato said. "It was really 
tau hing ... I believe that everyone shou ld know more about 
each other. Peace through th arts is possible." 

abato has a master of fine arts in visual communications. 
he has lived over eas off and on the last 20 yea rs, setting up 

homes in the Middle East, Europe and India. She also ho ted 
two scholar from Morocco whi le they visited J and 
worked with student . 

The allege cholar program at J showcases faculty 
excellence in research field that go beyond the cia room 
to make scholarly contributions to knowledge within the 
professor's academic di cipline.O 
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